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1. The statement, “Man is by nature a political animal” is attributed to

A) Niccolo’ Machiavelli
B) Seymour Martin Lipset
C) Mao Zedong

D) Aristotle

2. Issues related to a border dispute between the United States and Canada would relate to

A) sovereignty
B) authority
C) legitimacy
D) monarchy

3. Which of the following is a key component to systems theory?

A)  Feedback
B) Modernization
C) Positivism

D) The superstructure
4. The first-order civil divisions on the United States are called

A) cantons

B) states
C) counties
D) cities

5. Which of the following descriptions best depicts a federal system of government?

A) The central government maintains all the power.

B) The first-order subdivisions maintain all the power.

C) Federal systems exist where there are no governments.

D) Federal systems have divided power between a central government and first-order governments.

6. Center-periphery tensions are most likely to exist under what circumstance?

A) In statist systems that are becoming more capitalistic

B) In areas with regional cultural differences or economic inequality

C) Inunitary systems of government where the central government has most of the power
D) In large confederal systems

7. Which of the following propositions would likely be favored by modern liberals?

A) Tax cuts for top income earners

B) Regulation of the banking sector

C) Little government involvement in economic matters
D) Free markets
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8. Social Democrats would be best described as

A) anextreme form of socialism

B) a mild form of socialism

C) anextreme form of communism
D) a mild form of communism

9. Which of the following is a function of political parties?

A) Parties limit voters’ choices by narrowing the playing field.

B) Parties function as an input device, allowing citizens to get their needs heard.
C) Parties decide the issues for televised political debates.

D) Parties nominate candidates, thereby increasing the voter efficacy.

10. By introducing citizens to candidates and showing members how to speak in public, compromise, and
conduct meetings, parties deepen their

political competence
understanding of bipartisanship
regional interest

trenchant liberal views

11. Which U.S. system makes it difficult for parties to bridge the separation of powers to enact
platforms?

A) Checks and balances
B) The Federal Reserve
C) Bicameral legislation
D) Executive privilege

12. How do multiparty systems avoid cabinet instability?

A) They construct stable coalitions that govern effectively.

B) They create uniformity under the regime of a single elected party.

C) They establish a single party platform around which the legislature clusters.
D) Elected parties exert full control over the cabinet.

13. Why does proportional representation (PR) allow and even encourage parties to split?

A) PR systems assign parliamentary seats in proportion to the percentage of votes in that district.
B) PR systems designate representation on a flat regional basis.

C) PR systems allow only a simple plurality to win.

D) Votersin PR systems tend to be less loyal to their parties.

14. What is the likely reason for middle-aged and older people being more likely to vote than the young?

A) The middle-aged person is at peak earning and the old person is concerned with Social Security and
Medicare.

B) The middle-aged person is at medium earning and the old person is concerned with retiring and
grandchildren.

C) Middle-aged people tend to be more highiy educated and the old person is concerned with Social Security
and Medicare.

D) Middle-aged people tend to live in urban areas and the old person is concerned with Social Security and
Medicare.
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15. Describe the impact of education on those who vote.

A) Education drops the sense of participation and makes people feel more cynical, which makes people more
likely to take action, but not to actually follow political news.

B) Education lifts the sense of participation and abstract intellectual curiosity, which makes people more likely to
follow individual politicians.

C) Education lifts the sense of political knowledge, which makes people more likely to follow political news and
feel involved.

D) Education lifts the sense of participation and abstract intellectual curiosity, which makes people more likely
to follow political news and feel involved.

16. Party identification is important to party

A) enfranchisement
B) loyalty

C) stability

D) influence

17. Which systems demonstrate the clearest separation of power between the executive and legislative
branches?

A) Parliamentary
B) Presidential
C) Monarchies
D) Ministerial

18. In a parliamentary system, voters directly elect

A) members of parliament and the prime minister

B) members of parliament and the ministerial cabinet
C) members of parliament only

D) the prime minister only

19. Which of the following is a possible advantage of parliamentary systems as compared to presidential
systems?

A) Parliamentary cabinets are held directly accountable to voters, and thus work closely with the legislature.

B) Because the prime minister is held directly accountable to voters via approval ratings, parliamentary systems
are more likely to pass legislature quickly and effectively.

C) Presidents often become involved in scandals, trapping their administrations in bureaucratic quagmire and
slowing legislature.

D) Parliamentary cabinets can be quickly overturned, and thus, such systems can avoid the paralysis
experienced in many presidential systems.

20. Under the Unites States Constitution, the Senate represents while the House represents

A) the states; the people

B) federal interests; local ones

C) foreign issues; domestic ones

D) the president abroad; his interests at home
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21. The main purpose of legislative bodies, in theory, is to formulate laws. This, however, varies among
political systems and is generally

A) increasing
B) stagnating
C) declining
D) inflating

22. A written document outlining the structure of a political system is a

A) statute

B) constitution
C) state duma
D) basic law

23. The ability of courts to decide if laws are constitutional is referred to as

A) judicial review
B) judicial activism
C) judicial restraint
D) basic law

24. The right to vote is usually viewed as a(n) right.

A)  human
B) civil

C) economic
D) natural

25. A media that is critical of its nation’s government is typically indicative of

A) the degree of democracy in a country
B) the health of a nation’s economy

C) the degree of wealth in a nation

D) the overall weakness of a nation

26. Describe the more accurate reflection of reality regarding elite and pluralist theories: a view of
society as

>

) many billiard balls colliding with each other and with government policy
) aseries of small pyramids, each capped by an elite

) many billiard balls, each sitting beneath a pyramid

) asingle pyramid, with many elite at the top

o O @

27. Studies of look for basic, general values on politics and government.

A) politics

B) political culture
C) public opinion
D) political values
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28. How do elitists compare to pluralists, in regards to accountability to the masses?

A) Those who argue that elites are little accountable are elite theorists; those who argue that elites are only
mildly accountable are pluralists.

B) Those who argue that pluralists are little accountable are elite theorists; those who argue that elites are
ultimately accountable are elitists.

C) Those who argue that elites are very accountable are elite theorists; those who argue that elites are
ultimately accountable are pluralists.

D) Those who argue that elites are little accountable are elite theorists; those who argue that elites are

ultimately accountable are pluralists.

29. Though rare, a “true” democracy, is a system in which

A) all citizens meet periodically to elect officials

B) all citizens meet periodically to elect officials and personally enact laws

C) popular accountability is common, but political competition is extremely limited
D) the wealthy almost always have greater influence than the poor

30. The 1959 and 1960 survey of 1,000 people in five countries, conducted by Almond and Verba,
uncovered three political cultures. What were they?

A) Participant, subject, and parochial
B) Participant, object, and parochial
C} Voting, subject, and parochial

D) Participant, subject, and secular
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